I
ronically, Otto Loewi is better known for the way in which he came upon the idea that won him the Nobel Prize than for the discovery itself. Loewi's prize-winning experiment came to him in a dream. According to Loewi, " The night before Easter Sunday of [1920] In that famous experiment, Loewi placed two beating frog hearts, each in its own perfusion chamber -one preparation had the vagus nerve intact, while the other was denervated. Next, he stimulated the vagus nerve supplying the first heart, causing it to beat more slowly -a phenomenon that was already well known at the time. When Loewi applied the perfusate of the first heart to the second heart, it too slowed down, as if its vagus nerve had been stimulated as well. In a related experiment, Loewi showed that perfusate from a heart whose accelerator nerve was stimulated would cause a second heart to beat more quickly. He named the inhibitory factor 'vagusstoff', which is known today as acetylcholine. Loewi's dream thus led to the discovery that the primary language of nerve cell communication 
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